
5ŜŀǊ {ǘ /ƭŀǊŜΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ 

I will be on leave for five 
weeks and Mr Whitton will 
be Acting Principal during 
this time. I leave you with 
some hints I believe are so 
important in the role of 
parenting: 

1. Frame the problem 
 as a challenge: 

 Frame the difficulty 
as a challenge rather 
than a problem. Kids 
take their cues from 
their parents so the 
ŦǊŀƳŜ ƻŦ ΨŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΩ 
gives kids something 
to rise to rather than 
be overwhelmed by. 

2. Coach kids to do 
 well: 

 Talk kids through 
their challenges, 

give them ideas to cope 
and manage. Consider 
rehearsing some skills or 
language that they may 
need. 

3. Show confidence they 
 will succeed: 

 Children generally meet 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 
expectations so make 
sure your expectations 
are realistic, positive 
and supportive of their 
feelings. 

4. Give kids a chance: 

 Allow kids to approach 
challenges in their own 
way without constantly 
checking on them. Your 
nervousness is definitely 
catching. 

5. Celebrate their success: 

 Even if they were 

3Ô #ÌÁÒÅȭÓ #ÁÔÈÏÌÉÃ (ÉÇÈ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 

175 Buckwell Drive HASSALL GROVE 2761/Locked Bag 1412 Plumpton 2761 

Phone: (02) 9830 2400 Fax: (02) 9835 2539 

Web: clarehassallgrove.catholic.edu.au 

Email: clarehassallgrove@parra.catholic.edu.au 
 

Monday, 8 September 
The birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Oz Tag Gala Day 

Friday, 12 September NSWCCC Athletics 

Monday, 15 September Year 9 English Incursion 

Wednesday, 17 September Years 7 & 9 Vaccinations 

Thursday, 18 September Years 9 & 10 Music Elective Excursion 

Friday, 19 September End of Term 3 

Monday, 6 October Labour DayτPublic Holiday (NO SCHOOL) 

Tuesday, 7 October Commence Term 4 
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Term  3, Week  8 

Friday, 5 September  2014 

Dates to Remember: 
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partially successful, 
such as they went to 
school camp for two 
out of the three days, 
then praise their 
ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ 
great building block 
for next time. 

The attitude and approach 
of parents and teachers will 
determine how successfully 
children and young people 
meet and overcome many 
of the hurdles they 
encounter. That attitude 
needs to be courageous, 
sensitive and hopeful that 
your child will meet, and 
overcome with assistance, 
all the challenges they 
encounter. 

 

God Bless. 

 

 

Wishing all Fathers a fantastic and relaxing Fatherôs Day. 

7 September 2014 
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Clare Connection 

I would like to share some insights 
gleaned from Rabbi Jonathan Sacks 
ōƻƻƪ ƻƴ άDŜƴŜǎƛǎΥ ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ 
ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎǎΦέ  ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ 
bible it is not just a story about what 
happened but has a message for 
every time and each generation. The 
story of Noah tells us that he walked 
with God but he only saved himself 
and his family. In some ways he did 
not save himself as he needed 
permission to leave the Arc and he 

became an embarrassment to his 
children. God does not ask for 
obedience but to listen and like 
Abraham argue with him to save 
others. The message is to get involved 
in life. 

{ƛƴ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ 
Babel starts off with a nation was very 
ǊƛŎƘ ŀƴŘ άǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƘŀŘ ƻƴŜ 
ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǳƴƛŦƛŜŘ ǎǇŜŜŎƘέ ƳŜŀƴǎ 

that the people had lost all freedom 
of expression as it was suppressed.  
The message from this story is that 
ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ 
freedom of speech without chaos, 
confusion and the loss of that order. 

Adam and Eve deny personal 
responsibility for their sin while Cain 
denies moral responsibility for the 
death of his brother while Noah 
denies collective responsibility for 

Collecting your son or daughter 
from school 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻŦ {ǘ /ƭŀǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ 
student who is sick or feeling unwell 
MUST report to Student Services. 
Once a student has been seen by 
Student Services and admitted to 
sick bay, parents/guardians will be 
contacted by Student Services. 
Students are NOT to telephone their 
parents using their mobile phones to 
arrange a lift home. 

This type of behaviour has a negative 
impact upon the learning in the 
classroom. The learning has to stop 
in order to make an announcement 
requesting the student to meet their 
parents. Parents who arrive without 
our knowledge run the risk of a 
lengthy wait while Student Services  
locates your son/daughter. 

The process: 

Student reports to Student 
Services. 

Student Services assesses the 
situation, administer the 
relevant first aid and sign 
the student into sickbay. 

Student Services will contact the 
parents of the student. If 
they are unable to contact 
the parents, then the 
emergency contact person 
will be telephoned. 

Student Services will respond to 
ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΦ 

Student will be signed out of 
sickbay and out of school 
once the parent/guardian 
arrives at the school to 
collect the student. 

The process will allow us to care for 
your son/daughter when they are 
feeling sick or injured. Mobile 
ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ŀǘ {ǘ /ƭŀǊŜΩǎ 
and MUST not be used to contact 
parents as a way of averting the 
procedures when a student is sick or 
injured.  

Entering School Premises 

It is both a legal and safety 
requirement that anyone entering our 
school MUST first sign into the school 
at the Administration Desk. This 
applies to parents, guardians, ex-
students or ANY other person not 
employed or enrolled at the school. 

We are required by law to contact the 
Police when we discover unauthorised 
persons on the property. Please be 
aware of the following: 

All visitors to the school must sign 
in at the Administration Desk. 

No cars are permitted to enter 
the property to collect 
students unless there is a 
specific medical reason. 

No parent, ex-ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ 
cars are permitted to park in 
the staff car parks.  

Parents visiting uniform shop are 
to use the car park off 
Colebee Crescent. 

Learning Preparation (Homework) 

In discussion with the teachers I have 
become increasingly concerned by the 
number of students who arrive at St 
/ƭŀǊŜΩǎ ŜŀŎƘ Řŀȅ ǳƴǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
next day of learning. Many students 

across all year groups are consciously 
ignoring the expectations of their 
teachers in regard to completing 
ά[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ tǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻǊ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 
formerly known Homework. When 
students are asked for an 
explanation as to why this work was 
not completed, they frequently 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ΨǎƘǊǳƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎΩ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
time. 

!ǘ {ǘ /ƭŀǊŜΩǎ ǿŜ Ǌǳƴ ŀ ŦƛǾŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ 
timetable each day of the week. The 
expectation for all students at this 
school in regard to learning 
preparation is very simple, for every 
class a student attends throughout 
the day, learning preparation is to be 
given by the teachers and must be 
completed by the students by the 
next day. 

Birth of Mary 

September 8 is the day the Catholic 
church celebrates the birthday of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. As we attend to 
our weekend Mass obligations, take 
a brief moment to pray to Mary our 
Good Mother and ask for those 
virtues often associated with Mary, 
the first of all disciples. Patience, 
commitment, openness to the new 
and unknown strength of character 
and acceptance of the providence of 
God ς we seek peace and maybe the 
peace is found in the quiet reflection 
with Mary the Mother of Jesus, the 
Word made man! 

&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÁÌȣȢȢ -Ò - 7ÈÉÔÔÏÎ 
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Dear parents, carers and students of 
ǘƘŜ {ǘ /ƭŀǊŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
You would recall that, in my most 
recent contribution to Clare 
Connection, I wrote that the focus of 
ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Řŀȅ ǿŀǎ 
on Problem-Based Learning (PrBL) 
(Savery and Duffy, 2006; Wiggins and 
McTighe, 2005). An authentic learning 
process, through which school learning 
is able to be connected with the real 
world, PrBL allows students to 
investigate far more than just pre-
determined steps to a specific answer. 
Moreover, in a traditional Mathematics 
classroom, students might be asked, 
ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ п Ȅ нΚέ hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ 
can only be 8. However, in a PrBL 
environment, students could be 
challenged to develop as many 
ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜōȅ ΨуΩ ƛǎ 
the answer. For example, 4 + 4, 14 - 6, 

2 x 2 x 2, 24 / 3, 4 x 5 - 12, etc. 
Likewise, in a traditional Personal 
Development, Health and Physical 
Education (PDHPE) classroom, just as in 
a traditional Science classroom, a 
teacher could instruct his/her students 
to name the parts of the human 
skeletal system. But, in a PrBL context, 
a teacher could challenge his/her 
students to contemplate what would 
happen, if the human skeletal system 
did not contain a rib cage. As you would 
appreciate, this problem lends itself to 
several possible solutions, each, with its 
own potential justifications. 
On a different note, a number of our 
Year 8 and Year 9 students received a 
letter this week in relation to a really 
valuable extension programme, 
incorporating Reading Plus and Lexia, 
which will commence next Monday 8 
September. Designed to enhance 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛƻƴΣ 
this significant learning initiative will 
enable a wide range of our students 
to improve their reading for 
understanding even further. 
As always, please feel free to contact 
ƳŜ ŀǘ {ǘ /ƭŀǊŜΩǎΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ 
questions about ways in which PrBL 
can help to extend and enrich a 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
curriculum. Additionally, please 
contact me, if you have any questions 
about ways in which Reading Plus 
and Lexia will allow a wide variety of 
our students to improve their reading 
comprehension beyond its current 
level. 
Thank you for your on-going support 
ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ {ǘ /ƭŀǊŜΩǎΦ 
 
Best wishes and prayers 

Clare Connection 

2015 IS BYOT 

BRING YOUR OWN TECHNOLOGY 

 

Technology will help you 
complete your assessments 

Technology will allow you to 
locate more information 

Technology will improve your 
critical thinking  

Technology will let you 
collaborate with others 

 

TECHNOLOGY ENABLES PERSONLISED 
LEARNING. 

Lƴ нлмрΣ ŀƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ {ŀƛƴǘ /ƭŀǊŜΩǎ 
will be expected to have their own 
technological device to assist their 

learning.  We live in a digital age and 
technology enables teaching and 
learning to be both flexible and 
adaptable. 

 

Students may bring any portable 
device that has a 7inch screen or 
larger and connects to Wi-Fi.  Some 
examples are: 

Laptops running on Google 
Chrome OS 

Apple OSX 

Microsoft Windows  

Tablets running on Apple IOS 

Tablets running on Microsoft 
Windows 

Features to think about: 

Weight 

Battery life 

Physical keyboard 

If the device supports Adobe 
Flash 

 

If you have any questions you may 
contact the following staff: 

Mr Tabone ς Leader of eLearning 

Mr Wales ς Head of Teaching 

Ms McManus ς Head of Teaching, 
Learning and Innovations. 

 

Kind Regards 

&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ (ÅÁÄ ÏÆ 4ÅÁÃÈÉÎÇȟ )ÎÎÏÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȣȢ-Ó 3 -Ã-ÁÎÕÓ 

only taking care of himself and his 
family. The story of Babel reminds us 
that there is a God, no matter how 
hard we try to take His place He is still 
God. 

We have been gifted with the freedom 
to become co-architects, to choose 
what we should in order to create a 
just and gracious social order. Moses 
ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŎƭŜŀǊΥ άL ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
you life and death, blessing and curse. 

¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ƭƛŦŜέ ό5Ŝǳǘ олΥмфύ 

Winter Sleep Out 

Last Friday I had the privilege of being 
with very enthusiastic teachers and 
students who were passionate about 
trying to make our world a better 
place. They partook in activities and 
prayer which led them to a greater 
awareness of less fortunate people 
especially the homeless.  I was struck, 
especially by Miss M Mutabdzija, for 

her dedication, organisational skills 
and enthusiasm. It is wonderful 
having her lead the Social Justice 
team along with Alyssa Baldicano 
and Lennard Herrera. 
Congratulations to all students who 
braved the very cold night under the 
stars and pledged to make a 
difference. May their work bear 
much fruit. 

&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ,ÅÁÄÅÒ ÏÆ ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȣȢ-Ò $ 7ÁÌÅÓ 
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2014 Winter Sleep Out  

Clare Connection 

 


