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Effective parents equip 
their children with the 
skills, know-how and values 
they need to stay safe and 
be successful. These seven 
ideas will help you in this 
endeavor: 

Give the gift of restraint ς 
encourage your child to 
differentiate between a 
need and a want. 

Build your developmental 
knowledge ς plan ahead 
and prepare your child for 
the next phase of their life. 

Reinforce self-regulation ς 
promote times when your 
child needs to check any 
consequences.  

Practise digital parenting ς 
provide guidelines for 
internet safety. 

Develop character strength ς 
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175 Buckwell Drive HASSALL GROVE 2761/Locked Bag 1412 Plumpton 2761 

Phone: (02) 9830 2400 Fax: (02) 9835 2539 

Web: clarehassallgrove.catholic.edu.au 

Email: clarehassallgrove@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Wednesday, 28 May 
Parent ForumτStudent Advocacy Team & Student 

Challenge Program 6-7pm 

Thursday, 3 June 
Year 11, 2015 Subject Expo/Information Evening,  

5-9pm at Loyola Senior High School 

Friday, 6 June 
Staff Development Dayτ NO SCHOOL FOR 

STUDENTS 

Monday, 9 June vǳŜŜƴΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΣ PUBLIC HOLIDAYτNO SCHOOL 

Wednesday, 11 June School Photos 
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Term 2 , Week  4 

Friday,  23 May 2014 

Dates to Remember: 

&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÁÌȣȢȢ-Ò 2 -ÕÓÃÁÔ 

pursue character building 
to support a successful 
life. 

Practise reciprocity ς build a 
sense of belonging and 
forge greater kinship 
between siblings. 

Encourage social risktaking ς 
encourage your child to 
continually refresh their 
social networks. 

God Bless. 

FEDERAL BUDGET 2014-15 

 In bringing down the Federal Budget 2014-15, the federal government has given clear 
messages on spending cuts across many policy areas to reduce the government deficit 
and education is not immune. 

 Despite the impact of federal government budget announcements, Catholic Education 
Diocese of Parramatta is committed to fulfilling its mission of providing affordable 
quality Catholic education. 

 Federal government has stated their clear intention of devolving responsibility for 
education to states following the National Commission of Audit recommendation. 

 Introducing indexed school funding meaning no new funding for schools beyond 2017τ
only indexed increases in line with enrolments. 

 Funding of the Better Schools Plan for School improvement  - (Gonski Review) is not 
going ahead beyond 2017. 

 Federal funding for Catholic schools will now be tied to the Consumer Price Index (CPI), 
which over the last 10 years has risen about 3% annually while education expenditure 
has risen by 5.5% in the same period. 

 Capital spending funding for capital works and new buildings remains unclear. Expected 
school population projections suggest 350 new Catholic schools will be needed over 
next 10 years across Australia. 

Our Lady Help of 

Christians 
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Clare Connection 

St Clare and Transformation 

Contemplation is a form of prayer 

where we are happy to be in the 

presence of God.  Words are no longer 

necessary.  It reminds me of a budding 

relationship, at first there is a lot of 

talking and attentive listening and 

then over the years words are no 

longer needed.  You are attentive of 

the other person and their needs and 

are happy to sit in their presence.  You 

know how to finish off a sentence of 

the one you love because you know 

them.  We become more like the one 

we love. 

St Clare directed Agnes to transform 

her being into the image of the 

DƻŘƘŜŀŘΣ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άōŜ 

ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜέΦ  

Here Agnes and us are challenged into 

becoming a new incarnation, the 

Word of God became flesh.  In Jesus 

we are called to be His Word as Jesus 

lives in our lives. She also directs us to 

ΨƎŀȊŜ ƻƴ ƘƛƳΦΦΦŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ 

ƛƳƛǘŀǘŜ IƛƳέΦ {ƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ 

spend time with God and be 

transformed into love in words and 

actions.  

Clare challenges us with these 

ǿƻǊŘǎΣ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ IƛƳΣ ȅƻǳ 

ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ IƛƳέΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

do anything to run away from pain.  

However, Clare says that if we truly 

believe in God, then you can throw 

yourself into the wide open arms of 

Jesus on the cross and experience 

infinite love, then you will not fear 

your own crosses we all bear and 

you will not even be frightened of 

death because in God death does 

not exist, only life.  We cannot avoid 

the cross but there is life at the end 

of this early life. 

The more we love the more we 

discover God who is present in this 

love.  Francis and Clare could see 

Christ in all the people they 

encountered.  Francis could see the 

love of God in all of creation. 

CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎ 

when we carry Him in our hearts 

and body...and give Him birth 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ Ƙƻƭȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅέΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ 

called to live like Francis and Clare 

so that God can shine through our 

lives. 

LƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ Lƭƛŀ 5Ŝƭƛƻ hΦ{ΦCΦ ƛƴ ά/ƭŀǊŜ 

of Assisiτ! IŜŀǊǘ Cǳƭƭ ƻŦ [ƻǾŜέ 

Applying for Leave 

If you are intending on taking your 

son or daughter out of school for any 

period of time, you must first seek 

approval from Mr Muscat (Principal), 

using the appropriate 

documentation (Application for 

Exemption from Attendance at 

School), which is available on 

request from the front office or you 

can download the form from the 

school website. 

School Communication 

I would like to remind parents of the 

communication channels the School 

has in place. 

Academic concerns should be 

addressed to the class teacher, Leader 

of Learning (Subject Coordinator), 

then to the Head of Learning, Mr 

Wales. 

Pastoral concerns should be 

addressed to the Learning Advisor.  

Sporting concerns, especially PDSSSC 

matters, are to be addressed to the 

Leader of Learning PDHPE (Miss 

Forsyth).  

We have well established processes in 

place for addressing issues and it is my 

expectation that these processes be 

followed. Recently we have had 

some issues being raised by parents 

in the Curriculum, Pastoral and 

Sporting arenas, where the correct 

channels have not been used. 

Parent Forum  

Our next Parent Forum will be on 

Wednesday, 28 May from 6pm to 

7pm in the San Damiano Centre. It 

will be on Student Advocacy Team 

and Student Challenge Program.   

These parent forums are an 

important opportunity to find out 

about current parenting issues. 
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5ŜŀǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ŎŀǊŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘ /ƭŀǊŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
 
As you would appreciate, questions and answers are interrelated. So, please give careful consideration to the 
following: 

 
 
Thank you for your on-ƎƻƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ {ǘ /ƭŀǊŜΩǎΦ 
Best wishes and prayers 

Posing relevant questions to show 
a clear understanding of text 

 
²ƘŜƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ άIƻǿ ƛǎΧΚέΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ǘŀǎƪΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ά9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘȅΧέΣ 
an effective way of showing a clear understanding is to address the key instructional and content words of that 
question/task, within your topic (introductory) sentence. For instance, you might be asked this question: 
 
Why is learning so important? 
 
Consequently, your topic sentence, as a preview of the rest of your paragraph, or your extended response, 
could look like this: 
 
Learning is so important for numerous reasons. 
 
However, posing, or asking, a relevant question is another effective way of demonstrating a clear 
comprehension of text. For example, you might encounter this topic sentence: 
 
There is a compelling argument that the New Guinea campaign was the most treacherous of World War II. 
 
Subsequently, you could pose the following relevant question, given that an arguments-based answer, or an 
arguments-ōŀǎŜŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΣ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ΨƧǳǎǘƛŦȅΩΦ CƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΥ 
 

What was the most treacherous campaign of World War II? Justify your answer. 

Clare Connection 

[9¢Ω{ ¢![Y 

Communicating with others is a 
key factor in our lives, whether it is 
with friends, family, work mates or 
even the check out operator at the 
grocery store. Home and school 
are the two primary environments 
that prepare our young people to 
function on a communicative level 
with others. 

Talking with others is fundamental 
to learning.  In English and other 
classes, the students at Saint 
/ƭŀǊŜΩǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ 
the term; Accountable Talk. 

Accountable Talk demands that 
students: 

CƻŎǳǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ άǘŀƭƪέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
relevant academic 

learning, taking place in 
the classroom  

Respond seriously to what 
their peers have said 
and further develops 
this 

Use the language of the KLA 
and provide evidence 
for their reasoning 

¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǘ {ŀƛƴǘ /ƭŀǊŜΩǎ ŀǊŜ 
continually providing, 
opportunities for Accountable 
Talk through, whole class 
discussions, small group work, 
peer and student-teacher 
conferences, presentations and 
interviews. 

When our children are in primary 
school, they are bursting to tell us 

about all the wonderful things 
they learnt each day. This 
enthusiasm unfortunately, 
dwindles with the advent of high 
school. So, make Accountable 
Talk, at home an extension of 
what is happening in the 
classroom.  Ask them about their 
contributions to the variety of 
opportunities available in each 
lesson, ask for reasons for their 
ideas and challenge the quality of 
their answers. This reinforcement 
will certainly assist in developing 
their communication skills for the 
world beyond school. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

From the Head of Teaching, Innovation and Learning...Ms S McManus 



On the Tuesday, 6 May our  elective 
Visual Arts and Photography students 
participated in an excursion to the Art 
Gallery of NSW and the Museum of 
Contemporary Art. 
 

The students had an opportunity to 
view artworks in various contexts.  
Apart from the general exhibitions, 
the students also viewed the Biennale 
and the Australian vernacular 
photography exhibition. This 
exhibition focused on how the camera 
has been used to document and 
comment on this country and culture. 
It traces the developments in 
photographic practice from the post 
war period through to the present 
day.  The Biennale offered a more 
contemporary experience with artists 
from various nationalities exhibiting 
together.  
 

The students received very positive 
comments from the public and staff at 
the exhibitions regarding their 
uniform and conduct. 
 

Some student comments: 
  
We saw really interesting and 
different work. We had a wonderful 
day. We learnt that every artwork has 
a meaning.  Thank you to the teachers 
for organising the day.  
Deniz Hatipoglu 
Year 10 Photography student 

We looked at all types of interesting 
photographs and artworks. We had a 
great day looking at all of the different 
artwork.  
Kristy Mulford  
Year 10 Photography student 
 
CAPTIVATE News 
The annual CAPTIVATE showcase will 
be happening at various dates and 
venues throughout June. 
 

The annual CAPTIVATE showcase 
presents the culmination of the 
work of the various combined 
Parramatta Diocesan Catholic 
{ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ŜƴǎŜƳōƭŜǎ ƛƴ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ 
drama and dance. 
 

Two dates I would encourage you 
to set aside are Thursday, 12 and 
Monday, 23 June.  On Thursday, 
12, Nagle College, 58A Orwell 
Street Blacktown Sth.  
Show time will be from 7.00pm- 
9.00pm 
 
The other date, Monday, 23  of 
WǳƴŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ.Ŝǎǘ ƻŦΩ {ƘƻǿŎŀǎŜΦ hƴ 
this date CAPTIVATE will present a 
Ψ.Ŝǎǘ ƻŦΩ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ aǳǎƛŎΣ 
Dance, Drama work by students, 
drawn from the showcase 
performances of primary and 
secondary schools in the diocese.  

¢ƘŜ Ψ.Ŝǎǘ ƻŦΩ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ 
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2014 Project Compassion 

Clare Connection 

St. Clare students and teachers have 
done it again with the solid efforts of 
Project Compassion! As a whole 
community, we have raised more than 
$7000! That is so great to hear, 
considering we are a junior school. All 
of the donations, even  the 5 cent 
coins, have made this generous 
contribution to Project Compassion 
possible. If we had only raised $1000, 
it would have provided one year of 
youth empowerment workshops for 
young people living in Favelas in Brazil. 
With all the money we have raised, it 
could give many young people across 
the world the opportunity to 
empower themselves to take control 
of their lives to create a more 
promising future. This will help to 
create more social equality around the 

world. You truly are amazing and humble 
students for sacrificing some of your 
money for those who are less fortunate. 
Your donations will really change the 
lives of people around the world. There is 
no better feeling than knowing you have 
made a difference, no matter how big or 
small. Congratulations again to Ms 
/ŀƭƭŜƧŀΩǎ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇΣ тΦт ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
first and for being generous soldiers of 
God. You all have raised the bar in 
donating more than $500 dollars as a 
class which really is truly overwhelming.     
              
Once again, you all have done a 
tremendous job in raising money for the 
people who need it! Thank you for all 
your wonderful efforts and good luck 
raising money for the next Project 
Compassion in 2015! 

The next Social Justice article will 
include a report on our experience 
at the World Vision Global Leaders 
Convention we are attending.  
Also, the Social Justice team will also be 
holding a Winter Appeal throughout 
June! Remember to save canned foods 
and products for those in need! 
 

God Bless 
Your Social Justice Leaders, Lennard 
Herrera and Alyssa Baldicano 



at the Joan Sutherland Performing Arts 
Centre Penrith .  Show time will be from 
7.00pm- 9.00pm.  Tickets for each 
CAPTIVATE show is $15(Adult) $10 
(concession). Tickets can be purchased 
from www.trybooking.com/ETIN or 
www.jspac.com.au   Family passes are 
available through (02) 98405649 
All other enquires: 98405649  
captivate@parra.ctholic.edu.au 
www.captivate.catholic.edu.au 
Check on line for other performance 
dates and venues. 
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A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is a Marriage Enrichment experience for married couples ς set in peaceful, 

picturesque surroundings, away from the distractions of everyday life.  During the weekend, couples have a unique 

opportunity to reconnect, rekindle and refresh their relationship. Take time out of your busy schedule, to invest in your 

most precious 

asset . . .  your Marriage!  

Weekend date: 13 ς 15 June at Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville, NSW 

Bookings:  Ardell & Bill Sharpe tel. 02 4283 3435 or wsharpe@bigpond.net.au   

www.wwme.org.au 
www.facebook.com/WWMEasternUnit 

DRUMBEAT Incursion 
We looked at all types of interesting  
Year 7 Music students also had a 
cultural experience with their 
Drumbeats incursion.  This was a 
great opportunity for students to 
team build, and learn about the 
traditions of using music and rhythm 
as a tool of communication. 
Participants discovered the 
percussive ensembles they are able 
to create, through drumming 
The sound of 100 students 

drumming simultaneously almost 
lifted the roof off the SDC.  The 
sounds they produced were very 
impressive.  
 
Thank you to the students for 
their ongoing support with the 
Creative and Performing  
Arts. 


